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MINUTES OF THE SHERIFFHALES PARISH MEETING HELD ON THE 9th APRIL 2024 AT 7.00PM AT 
SHERIFFHALES VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Present Councillors: Mr J Horne (Chairman); Mrs S Whittam; Mr Gordon Tonkinson, Mr Neil Pulker, Mr Alan Edwards, 
Mrs A Sutcliffe, Mrs L Edwards, Mrs P Hodgetts, Mr D Himsworth and Unitary Cllr Mr K Turley. 
 
Also, in attendance Clerk to the Council – Mrs Jennifer Cree. 
 
42/24.    Apologies for Absence  
 
All members were present. 
 
43/24.          Declaration of Councillors’ Pecuniary Interests. 
 
None were declared. 
 
44/24.  To receive for confirmation and adoption, and agree the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on the 

12th March 2024. 
 
The minutes of the above meeting were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting. On a vote these were agreed. 
 
45/24.  Public Participation 
 
Standing Orders were raised to enable members of the public to speak 
 
The new owners of 38 Kettlemore Lane, addressed the Council in relation to their recent planning application they 
reported that the property is in a bad state of disrepair and needs to be updated, modernised and the site cleared. 
Some of the building is falling down the Conservation Area Officer has stated that it is a non-designated heritage 
asset. 
 
The Parish Council has sent their comments on this application as no objection.  Unitary Cllr K Turley has spoken to 
the Planning Officer and he wants to see that the application is called in to be discussed by full Committee rather than 
it be decided by the Planning Officers using delegated authority. 
 
Standing orders were reinstated 
 
46/24.  Unitary Councillor feedback and questions  
 
Cllr K Turley reported that:- 
 

• Grant information was circulated to Cllr N Pulker. 

• The issues raised at the Annual Parish Meeting such as speed limits in the Parish and A41 re crashes etc, the 
A41 road is under full consultation, rumble strips have been requested to monitor the traffic speed as 
evidence. 

• It would be helpful if the Parish Council can work with the Police to get speed monitoring in the centre of the 
village this will help to get speed monitoring. 

• Shropshire Council has requested funds to help top up the levelling up fund to develop Shrewsbury and they 
are also looking to borrow more funds, this is going through at the moment at Shire Hall.  £88 per year is 
spent on Highways issues and £129 paying off debts of a Council Band D Council Tax. 

• Green waste issue was on the news this morning and also the Clerk circulated documents to members, it is not 
known how it the charge is calculated, but appears to be similar to other authorities. All members of the 
community have had the opportunity to comment via the Parish Magazine and the details circulated to the 
Whats App Group. 
 

47/24. Planning applications received, Decisions and Enforcement matters made by Shropshire Council  
 
Planning applications 
 
Reference:  24/01081/FUL (validated: 18/03/2024) 

Address:  Amberleigh Care Ltd, The Oaks, Redhill, Shifnal, Sheriffhales,  
Proposal:  Erection of building to house workshop, stores and offices to support the existing facilities 

No Objection 
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Reference:  24/01213/FUL (validated: 04/04/2024) 
Address:  Caravan And Camping Site SW Of New House Farm, Weston Cross Roads, Blymhill, 
Proposal:  Formation of vehicular access, creation of hardcore pitches, vehicular track and the siting of a 
portable toilet and shower block to be used for Certified Location and camp site 

No Objection 
 
Reference: 24/01268/FUL (validated: 28/03/2024) 
 Address:  Teds Farm Caravan and Camping Site, Hunger Hill Farm, Sheriffhales, Shifnal,  
 Proposal:  Erection of shop and reception building, alterations to existing access 
No Objection as long as the application complies with Shropshire Council Policies. 
 
Reference: 24/00592/FUL  
 DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Erection of side and rear extension and garage  
 LOCATION: 38 Kettlemore Lane, Sheriffhales. 
 
At the previous meeting we moved no objection at the last meeting, and would further add that we request a site visit 

for the application by requesting that the application is called in to full committee. 
 
 
Decisions 
 
Reference:  24/00195/FUL  (validated: 18/01/2024) 

Address:  Proposed Residential Barn Conversion North Of Lilyhurst Farm, Lilyhurst, Sheriffhales, 
Shropshire 
Proposal:  Conversion of an existing redundant/store barn to a residential dwelling 
Decision:  Grant Permission 

Noted. 
 
Enforcement 
 
Cllr K Turley will report to Enforcement developments that are happening at Bloomsbury Farm, A41 
 
48/24. Public Honours 
 
This item was put on the agenda to discuss a local Honour  / hero from the Parish Council, similar to the scheme run 
by Shifnal Parish Council, where they make a presentation with a certificate, piece of glass and a photograph of the 
presentation. 
 
The guidelines to possible include to make a decision:-  

• Residence of Sheriffhales Parish for a minimum of 12 months  

• To be presented at the Annual Parish Meeting 

• The nominee must be put forward and nominated and seconded by 2 councillors. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs L Edwards to firstly find out if there is an appetite for such a scheme in Sheriffhales, with 
the Chairman putting this in the Parish Magazine and Cllr Mrs P Hodgetts will circulate via the Whats App Group, Cllr 
A Edward’s seconded the motion and on a vote this was carried. 
 
49/24. To discuss a Neighbourhood Plan zoom meeting scheduled for 18th April at 7pm. 
 
The Clerk has arranged a zoom meeting with a consultant to discuss the process and benefits of the plan on the18th 
April 2024 at 7.00pm. Many members cannot attend this date and want a face to face meeting for the first one. 
 
Standing orders were raised to enable Cllr K Turley to speak, he raised that Shifnal plan was not as productive as the 
Council had hoped, the NPPF came in and this overruled the Neighbourhood Plan. With the NPPF Shropshire Council 
had to allocate land and build on it, the Neighbourhood Plan cannot contravene any of Shropshire Councils policy it is 
there to support them. 
 
The decision has been made to have a zoom meeting, and the 6 month rule will be in place until September without a 
6 member motion, this cannot be changed. 
 
Cllr Mrs L Edwards reported that she had spoken to someone from Edgemond Parish they have a Neighbourhood 
Plan, but that did not stop future developments in their Parish and with the changes in Planning policy coming forward 
then it may be prudent to wait before we proceed with a plan. 
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Cllr Mrs P Hodgetts suggested that at the next Parish Council meeting to have a zoom link to the Consultant. 
 
It was proposed by the Charman Cllr J Horne to change the date of the zoom meeting, seconded by Cllr Mrs S 
Whittam and on a vote was carried. 
 
50/24. To discuss 80th Anniversary of D Day 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Horne and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Edwards to formally celebrate the 80th D Day anniversary. 
This was agreed on a vote. 
 
The Clerk reported that there is a £1000 budget in the Civic and Community budget line. 
 
Cllr Mrs P Hodgetts has spoken to the schools, and they are not able to join in as they already have something 
planned for that day.  She has found out that a company have  produced 1475 giant silhouette soldiers which are 
going to be put on the beaches of Normandy for the anniversary to show the lives that were lost on that day, and the 
WI have sent over 20,000 crocheted poppies.   
 
She thought that something similar could be undertaken in Sheriffhales by getting the community to make silent 
soldiers and display as many as possible (up to the number of soldiers that gave their lives)  around the Parish.  The 
Council have 3 soldiers to start off with.  They would be simply made from wood and painted black by member so f the 
Parish.  In addition, there was a minute’s silence on the evening of the 6th June at 9am.  There is a bell ring of peace 
on the day at 6pm on the evening also.  There is also a commemorative flag that can be purchased, a flag pole would 
be required. On the Saturday the 8th June there could be an afternoon tea in the hall, for all ages.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Horne to move a £600 budget, with £100 for the flagpole and flag, and the remainder for 
other expenses for the day. This was seconded by Cllr N Pulker and on a vote was carried. 
 
51/24.  To receive an update from Cllr Tonkinson on 20’s plenty 
 
Cllr G Tonkinson has been in touch with many people Shropshire Council do not want it in small villages, and due to a 
lack of accidents there is no data to support a 20’s plenty requirement. Cllr K Turley will find out more information asnd 
report back. 
 
52/24. To receive an update on outstanding items from the list from the roles and responsibilities  
 
Public Rights Of Way / Bridle Paths - Cllr G Tonkinson  
Village Hall Committee – Cllr Mrs P Hodgetts 
Speed-watch – Cllr Mrs P Hodgetts / Cllr D Himsworth 
Community Events – Cllr Mrs P Hodgetts 
Highways issues – Cllr D Himsworth / Cllr G Tonkinson – No update on Cherry Cottage fencing – update required, ,  
Dogs  – Training as Environmental warden – Cllr Mrs L Edwards – Cllr Mrs P Hodgetts  
Tree Wardens – Cllr G Tonkinson & Cllr J Horne (2 trees of concern need to be reported) 
Village Maintenance noticeboards, grit bins, moles, litter bins, sight mirrors – Green Space maintenance – Cllr 
A Edwards Cllr Mrs P Hodgetts - (bin required at Heath Hill) – large tree has started to be removed at Heath Hill 
The Orchards – Cllr Mrs L Edwards – she has looked at rewilding the orchard area, she has attended several training 
courses to help on this topic over the past few weeks, she found out that we have do have duties under the 
Environment Act 2021 to help preserve nature.  She then arranged to look at Edgmond Church Fields and had a look 
at the area with the charity representatives.  They have set up Edmond Wildlife Group to develop the area for the 
Community and Wildlife.  All the work is based on volunteers. She has been talking with one of the companies Plant 
Life who introduced No Mow May – they are trying to replace wild meadows that have been lost. This is something we 
could look at.  She is suggesting the grassed area around the trees and just in front , are left un mowed and cut a path 
around the area to walk through the trees. Plant Life do produce notices with information on why this is taking place, 
which could be displayed in the noticeboards to inform the public why the area is being left. It was agreed that the 
Clerk to ask the contractor to meet with Cllr Mrs L Edwards to show them the area to be left and where to cut a path 
through as detailed above. 
School Liaison – Cllr G Tonkinson Cllr Mrs A Sutcliffe – Cllr G Tonkinson – Cllr Mrs A Sutcliffe has spoken to the 
school children to get feedback on revamping the play area, they liked the activity trail best as it was more 
challenging.  It was commented on that the Council are taking away 2 large pieces of equipment and it would be nice 
to have similar pieces put back, this would be down to getting grants to increase the budget.    
Press Contacts - Chairman and Clerk. 
Website Liaison – Clerk. 
Community Solar Panel liaison –Cllr S Whittam  (no formal seat) 
Grants and Finance – Cllr N Pulker 
Planning – whole council (agenda item above). 
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Well Being of the area – whole council. 
 
53/24. To discuss development of the play area and grants 
 
Cllr N Pulker reported that he will apply for grants, it was agreed that the reserve funds in the light source funds of 
£4250 be allocated to the play equipment, giving a budget of £9250 to be match funded. It was agreed that further 
funding through grants from Sheriffhales Solar Farm, Awards for All are looked into.  The Clerk to forward any 
additional details to Cllr N Pulker. 
 
As it was 9pm, tt was move by the Chairman Cllr J Horne to continue business for the last 2 items, this was seconded 
by Cllr Mrs L Edwards and on a vote agreed. 
 
54/24. Clerks report including  
 
Tree planning – Ross Cowie has asked if they council can circulate and gather parishioners views on the planting, as 
suggested by putting something in the Parish Magazine, and also speak to residents around the areas.   
The Clerk has asked him for some formal words to go into the magazine. 
 
Shropshire BKV Competition – to be looked at next year. 
 
Shropshire Council’s waste management 
 
55/24. Accounts for payment and year end accounts 
 
Accounts for payment were agreed as detailed below:- 
 

26/03/2024 173.57 175 hmrc 

26/03/2024 458.42 176 J Cree 

08/03/2024 51.13 177 Viking Direct 

08/02/2024 162.00 166 Dittons 

25/03/2024 35.00 178 SALC 

25/03/2024 397.92 179 SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 

Total March 1278.04     
 
The above were agreed. 
 
The Clerk presented the year end accounts to members , including income and expenditure ledgers, bank 
reconciliation to the 31st March 2024, budget comparison and the AGAR forms for the  internal and external auditor. 
 
The paperwork has been sent to the internal auditor and her report is awaited. 
 
As agreed under item 53/24 the reserves have been reallocated as detailed below:- 

     
Bank Balance as at 31/3/24   £    23,703.62   
Of which Lightsource Balance to be    £    20,500.00   
removed from the total     
       
Total sum of reserves as at 31/3/24 available   £       3,203.62   
for the Parish Council      
      
      
Parish Council Earmarked funds as at 31/3/24    
 

    
Parish Plan   £1,200.00   

General Reserve   £2,003.62   

Total   £3,203.62  
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Lightsource funds as at 31/03/2024  £20,500.00  

To be allocated for the following projects:-    

General Contingencies    £   10,500.00   

Playing field refurbishment    £     9,250.00   

          
It was proposed by Cllr J Horne  and seconded by Cllr N Pulker to accept the year end accounts as prepared by the 
RFO / Clerk and these are set out as appendix 1 to these minutes. On a vote this was agreed. 
 
56/24.        Future Agenda items - D Day celebrations, Internal Auditor report, Playing fields 
 
57/24.        Dates and Times of next meeting 
 
14th May 2024  Annual Meeting – Cllr N Pulker gave his apologies for the next meeting. 
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Appendix 1 to the minutes of Sheriffhales Parish Council held on the 9th April 2024
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Total Income £18,463.00 £19,790.92 -£1,327.92 £18,513.00

 

Difference £3,000.00 £11,468.10 -£8,468.10 £0.00

   

  

    

Part 3     Parish Council Reserves 

Bank Balance as at 31/3/24 23,703.62£       

Of which Lightsource Balance to be 20,500.00£       

removed from the total

  

Total sum of reserves as at 31/3/24 available 3,203.62£       

for the Parish Council 

 

 

Parish Council Earmarked funds as at 31/3/24  

Parish Plan £1,200.00  

General Reserve £2,003.62  

Total £3,203.62

Lightsource funds as at 31/03/2024 £20,500.00

To be allocated for the following projects:-

General Contingencies 10,500.00£    

Playing field refurbishment 9,250.00£      

   

 


