
  

The Parish Council met in January; as Robbie Burns said so well, Nae man can tether time or tide. The meeting date 
clashed with a meeting of Shifnal Town Council which some of the Councillors sitting on both Councils had prioritised 
over attending the meeting here (plus one other Councillor was still on his Christmas Holidays). Some items were 
deferred to next meeting for this reason but we were Quorate and had an excellent Public session where a number 
of concerns were raised. 

Dusty Donovan from Rural Crime Watch attended to express his concerns about response times to criminal activity 
in the Parish. These concerns were more specifically outlined by other members of the Public attending who reported 
the delay in Police arrival and speed of further action over specific incidents. Dusty has flagged this with the West 
Midlands Crime Commissioner and we will wait to see how this problem is managed or taken forward by the       
Constabulary and Crime Commissioners Office. 

The issues raised during the Public session related to theft of material from the deteriorating Countesses Arms site, 
support for Citizens in this situation and illegal Hare Coursing in more than one site across the Parish. Some of these 
problems, readers will know, are not particularly new. Response times by the Police are clearly concerning to our 
community as is the message given out by a lack of rapid response when crimes are clearly committed. On a final 
note on this our Rural Watch Officer emphasised individual attempts to intervene aren’t a good idea and incidents 
should be reported not tackled. 

Since our January meeting we have been informed by Shropshire Council that finally the road at the junction of the          
Evergreens with Church Lane is to be resurfaced. This means Church Lane will be closed from 16th to 18th of March 
with disruption and a diversion around this time. We will publish an update next month on our website. Shropshire 
Council Customer Services on 03456789006 can also advise. The diversion is we think up the Rock and may significantly 
affect parking in Church Lane for School, Church and Village Hall events. Details http://one.network/?tm=116222517 

While mentioning Church Lane I should also flag up the fairly major problems just before Christmas when we had a 
‘River of Sewage’ down the Road after the main drainage system failed. The Severn Trent team who came out did an 
excellent job in difficult circumstances and are to be congratulated. The flooding that occurred and how to deal with 
it will be something for next month’s magazine. We also have a major problem with intermittent flooding at         
Burlington and now permanent  flooding across Kettlemore Lane and we hope to bring up an update on this next 
time. The flood unit at Shropshire Council is dealing with these problems but have not given us any clear plan on 
how they plan to respond on managing these last two areas, which is disappointing. 

Shropshire Council has initiated a consultation on their budget going forward through 2020-2021. How to manage 
services, deliver income into the Council and get to a sustainable position is clearly a problem as money gets tighter. 
For 2020/21 Shropshire Council is proposing a 1.99% increase in Council Tax, in addition to a 2% increase specifically 
for Social care. To see their position or comment and participate in the Consultation go to their website. There will 
be a link on our own Parish website as well. The consultation closes on 18 February. 

As mentioned in the December Magazine the Parish Council has carefully considered its own position looking at what is received 
currently from taxation and our expected future expenditure. The Precept will increase slightly though the Parish Council has 
used reserves to keep this increase as low as possible. The increase will ensure we can resource our agreed expenditure in    
2020-21.  This means, as an example, that a band D taxpayer will pay an extra £3.11 per year in tax from April. 

Finally I am pleased to let readers know that we are at last getting progress in the detail of our Playing Field Refresh and 
will hopefully have a public meeting to take this forward soon. 

TELEPHONE SCAMS – a message from West Mercia Police 

December saw a rise in the number of attempts to defraud elderly and vulnerable people out of their banked savings. 
Criminals ring or call pretending to be police officers and tell you that there are problems with your bank account. 
Scams can be very elaborate, very convincing and cruel. If you think someone is trying to scam you, tell someone 
straight away. Don't be pressured and give yourself time to stop and think. 

Please remember that: 

• No police officer will ever ask you for money over the phone.  If someone does, it's a scam 

• They will never ask you to purchase expensive items or transfer money to a safe account 

• Don't trust anyone who calls you about your bank details or asking you to go to a bank to withdraw money 

• Provide no details and hand nothing over, hang up and report it to Action Fraud by calling 101 or 0300 123 2040  
       or go online to www.actionfraud.police.uk but wait 10 minutes to ensure the call has disconnected.  

If possible, also use a different telephone line e.g. a mobile phone or the phone of a trusted friend or relative. If the caller is 
genuine, you should be able to get through to them. You can also check with your bank that what they are saying is true . 
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