
  

Sheriffhales Parish Magazine 

September 2019 

We hope you all had a good summer despite the mixed 
weather.  It’s now time to start thinking about those 
shorter days and what we might be doing in the winter 
evenings.  Please send in details about your events. 

We have moved the adverts this 
month to accommodate the       
Questionnaire on the back page 
about the Playing Field.  Please tear 
this off, complete and post in the 
new postbox next to the noticeboard 

What’s in this month 

Village news and events 

WI report  

St Mary’s Church News 

Climate Change 

Montessorians  

Dementia 

Local Businesses 

Garden Notes 

Local news/Film Club/Flower Club  

Parish Council News 

Questionnaire 

Every single penny from my coffee morning goes to the charity 
and anyone is welcome. Thank you to everyone that attended/

donated last year, we raised £275 Macmillan received £550  
as my employers matched the funds 

Severn Hospice Christmas Cards 

Each year I have sold Severn Hospice Christmas 
Cards at both Ruth Blackburn’s Macmillan Coffee 
Morning, this year on 20th September, and the October     
meeting of the Sheriffhales W.I. 

I will have a sample of each design available to view during   
September and October, either in my home, or I can bring them 
to your home. I will take orders for them and deliver at the  
beginning of November.  

Last year we made nearly £500 for the Hospice and it would be 
lovely to overtake that this year  - and with your help we can! 

If anyone would like to see these cards ring Margaret 
Himsworth on 01952 460936  

Macmillan Cancer Support and Severn Hospice    
Now in our 13th year (£330 raised last year) 

Please come along for a nibble and a natter to  
               support these local charities  

   Pinfold House TF11 8RE on Friday  
20th September between 11am and 2pm  

Coffee * cakes * produce * table-top * raffle 

Homemade soup will also be on offer from 12 noon  

           Look forward to seeing you there  

    Please note that this is one week head of   
         the National Coffee Morning   

 

Celebrating  

 

Family event for all ages 

Bring and Share  a Picnic 

Rounders match  for all ages 

     Tug-of-War 

4.15pm on the Playing Field 
on Sunday 29th September 

After the Civic Church Service 

If it’s a wet day there will be a 

beetle drive in the Village Hall 

Hope to see you there! 
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The rain stayed away and the sun came out for our fabulous 

garden party.  Highlight of the day were the beautiful hats 

made and modelled by our ladies.   

Well done everyone 

The hat competition was judged by Annie Owen, W.I. advisor 

WI SUMMER GARDEN PARTY 

First place went to Val who 

received a beautiful flower 

arrangement created by 

Pauline.  Val had beautifully 

decorated her hat with a 

teddy bears picnic.  

Second place went to Di 

with her diVine creation. 

(Just managed to get a pic 

before it wilted)   

Third place to Elaine for her 
steam punk creation   

After an hilarious game 

of handbag bingo, 

(didn’t know we had so 

much in our handbags 

ladies), and a raffle, we 

enjoyed a beautiful 

We welcomed two members of St Georges W.I. thank you for 

joining us and a big thank you to Mary who hosted the garden 

party at short notice due to our President Sue being in Hospital.   

Hope you feel better soon Sue, we missed you. 

The Sheriffhales WI 

entries on  display 

at the Shrewsbury 

Flower Show      
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WI MEETING AUGUST MEETING REPORT- by Janet Warburton 

Tales from Down Under were presented by Sue Langley at our August 

meeting.  She captivated the 19 ladies attending with her Aussie                      

adventures.  She recounted how she travelled alone to Australia and spent  

time on a cattle ranch in Western Australia where they practice homeopathy  

on the cattle, her trips to vineyards in Adelaide and her walking trip round   

Rottnest island and Fremantle prison.  We also heard about Sue’s encounter 

with spiders and snakes!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If any ladies are interested in the history of cinema then come along to the September 26th 

meeting at  7.30pm in Sheriffhales Village Hall when Frank Aston will be telling us about  

‘His Life in the Cinema’.   You will be very welcome. 

 
 

One of our readers asked us if we had any recipes for courgettes as she had a glut of them.   
This is the Editor’s recommendation taken from Sarah Raven’s  Garden Cookbook 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The competition entitled  

‘Anything from Down Under’ was won by  

Helen Ellis.  Second was Gail Wood and  

third Janet Warburton.   

The raffle was won by Lorna McNulty. 

1kg Courgettes 
Salt 
1 large onion, chopped 
4 spring onions, chopped 
150ml olive oil 
1 pack of filo pastry 
300g feta cheese 

3 eggs 
120ml double cream 
Small bunch dill 
Small bunch parsley 
Mint leaves stripped from 2-3 stems 
Milk for glazing 
Sesame seeds to scatter 

1. Grate the courgettes and salt them, allowing them to drain for 30 minutes.  Squeeze out any excess juice 
2. Fry both types of onions in a little olive oil until soft and then add courgettes.  Fry gently together for 15 

minutes until the excess liquid evaporates  
3. Meanwhile preheat oven to 200⁰ C/Fan 180⁰C/Gas mark 6. 
4. Separate out 6 filo pastry sheets and brush with olive oil on both sides. If pastry seems dry lay it between 2 

damp clean tea towels  
5. Place 3 of the sheets in the base of a 30 x 40 cm oven tray, one oiled sheet layered on top of the next 
6. Pour on the courgette mixture and crumble feta over  
7. Beat the eggs and cream together and drizzle on top 
8. Add the herbs, pepper, salt and fork the cheese and egg mixture lightly into the courgettes 
9. Fold in the filo sheets enclosing the courgette mix and brush with oil, then place another filo sheet on top, 

brush with oil and repeat with 2 more sheets 
10. Brush lightly with oil and snip most of the excess pastry around the edges, leaving just enough to tuck in 

right the way round the tin 
11. Glaze the pie with a little milk and scatter sesame seeds on top and prick the pastry all over with a fork 
12. Bake in the preheated oven and cook for about an hour.   
13. Remove from the oven when the pie is set and the pastry golden (you can shake it in the pan to check if 

there’s any movement) 
14. Put a tea towel over the top and leave for half an hour before eating 

Greek Courgette Pie  - Delicious warm and cold  - Serves 10-12 
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Church News - September at a Glance 

Celebrating Sheriffhales 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Civic Service 
3pm on 29th September 

We give thanks for all that is good in  
Sheriffhales and we pray for our  

community life together. 

September 
1st   Family Service with Choir  
10am  Revd Chris Thorpe  
 

4th   Funeral for Neil Whyles 
11.30am Revds Sally Day & Chris Thorpe 
 

8th   Holy Communion 
10am  Revd Sally Day 
 

11th   PCC at 1.30pm 
   

11th   Seekers Afterschool Club 
3.15pm in the Village Hall 
 

15th   Holy Communion  
10am with Young Church 
   Revd Mike Shaw 
 

22nd  Holy Communion 
Revd Lynne Morris 

 

25th   Seekers Afterschool Club 
3.15pm in the Village Hall 
 

25th   Evensong in Church 
6.30pm Traditional Evening Worship 
 
29th  Celebrating Sheriffhales  
3pm  Civic Service  

with the Community Choir 
  Revds Chris Thorpe & Mike Shaw 

Young Church 
10am 15th September 

Parents, come and enjoy some peace and time to 
think in church whilst your children are enjoying a 

session of stories, craft and fun in the Beasley Room 

We also have the play area for children at the 
back of church 

Climate Crisis 1 
Last month I went to my nephew’s wedding near Newcastle upon Tyne. It was the hottest day on record at 37 
degrees – it felt more like India! It was unbearable and we enjoyed the luxury of air conditioning in the hotel. 
But even as I sat there in the cool, I wondered about the carbon footprint of all those coolers, making the     
climate even worse! The scientists have warned us that we are facing a climate catastrophe if we don’t all make 
some important changes in our lifestyle.  

This is something that is affecting us all but will affect our children and grandchildren even more as they grow 
up. How will we respond? Some are burying their heads in the sand, pretending nothing is happening, carrying 
on as normal, hoping it won’t happen. Some are actively denying the science, and claiming it is all a conspiracy. 
Some are feeling overwhelmed, thinking that there is nothing we can do to make a difference. But some of us 
are beginning to make some small but meaningful changes. Can we reduce our carbon footprint, use less     
energy, use less plastic, buy for the long term? How might you change your life for the sake of our children and 
grandchildren?  

God has given human beings a unique role in being good stewards of the earth, but we have used our intelli-
gence, our technology and our power to take more than is sustainable. To be good stewards we each need to 
live in a more sustainable way, honouring the balance of nature and the web of life. Let us use this week of  
action to make some changes!  
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Climate Crisis 2 
 

Bishop Michael writes: 

“Many of you will be aware that a climate change emergency has been declared by Parliament and of the  
series of climate strikes that have taken place across the UK and elsewhere, led by young people. As a         
diocese, we are committed to taking climate change seriously.  

In March we passed a new Diocesan Environmental Policy and Action Plan. Parishes across the diocese are 
registering for Eco Church – a national award that recognises and supports churches who are working to     
become more environmentally friendly.  

From 20-27 September there will be a global week of action to coincide with the UN Climate Summit on 23 
September. We, along with the rest of the Bishop’s Staff team, have unanimously agreed that the diocese 
should show solidarity with young people to demand an end to the age of fossil fuels and climate justice for 
everyone.” 

 

  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 DATE     TIME   READERS   

SEPT  1 Trinity 11 Green 10.00 Family Service with 
Choir 

Community Choir   

SEPT  8 Trinity 12 Green 10.00 Parish Communion Brian, Alan  

SEPT  15 Trinity 13 Green 10.00 Parish Communion 
 

Gwen, Tracey   

SEPT  22 Trinity 14 Green 10.00 Parish Communion Marjorie & Bryant   

SEPT 25   Green/   
White 

6.30 Evensong     

SEP   29 Trinity 15 White/  
Green 

3.00pm Civic Sunday To be sorted 

  

  

This month our Bishops have asked us to 
mark a week of action on Climate Change 
from September 20th to 27th, to coincide 
with the UN Climate Change Summit on 

23rd September.  

 

St Mary’s Church Sheriffhales Bible Readers & Coffee Rota September 2019 

Please contact Marjorie Dutton on 01952 604185 if you are unable to attend on the date shown. 

Touched by Dementia 

Sarah Thorpe is married to Rev Chris Thorpe and is the Dementia Coordinator for St 
Mary’s Church, Sheriffhales as well as for St Andrew’s Church Shifnal. She’s also the 
Diocese of Lichfield Dementia Enabler for Northern Shropshire, helping churches to  
become more dementia-friendly at the heart of local communities.  

Five years ago on the third Thursday of every month at 3pm, Sarah started a monthly                    
Forget-me-not tea in Shifnal for people affected by dementia .   
Her father, Theo Christophers, was diagnosed with dementia in 2009 and died in March 2018.   

On page 7 Sarah shares her experience of how living with dementia can transform churches. 
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SHERIFFHALES MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL      

 

 

 

 

 

    

          

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunchtime picnics 

We said a very sad but 

fond farewell to         

Jacki Davis who has 

worked with us for over 

20 years!  

Fun on our Visit to Caroline and Nick’s 

Fresh strawberries from 

Wheaton Aston to make into 

Strawberry Jam 

Creative out in the sunshine 

A reminder from the Magazine’s last issue…As part of our literacy initiative for young children 

“Making Language Matter” we would like to invite you to visit Preschool to share a story,    

poem, rhymes or music with us. We all enjoy books being read with us and stories being told 

together, rhymes for us to join in with and music making.  

If you would like to join us any time, please speak to Jenny to arrange a visit.   

We’d love to meet you!  

Tel - 07890 206 514   Email - sheriffhalesmontessori@gmail.com  

Some        

Memories of  

our Summer 

Term 

mailto:sheriffhalesmontessori@gmail.com
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850,000 people in the UK are currently living with dementia 
and that number is projected to rise to over a million by 
2025. A diagnosis of dementia is not just for an individual, 
it’s for a whole family.  Dementia is a progressive disease of 
the brain, and it takes us to the heart of what matters and 
what does not matter. Our family approach was, “We learn 
new dance steps together, as the patterns change”. 

With Alzheimer’s Disease, you’re likely to notice the impact short-term memory – so facts, names, dates may 
all be muddled and in due course lost.  In our family, the connections changed enormously over the last ten 
years of my father’s life – but the life and the love remained, to be glimpsed and relished.  My dad, who in his 
days as a solicitor taught me so much about incisive head-level analysis, latterly taught us all so much in the 
zany, haphazard journey of the heart that we all shared together. I’ll always be grateful to John and Margaret 
Bridgman, local friends who invited me to join Margaret at the Alzheimer’s Society’s “Singing for the Brain” 
group, when we were thinking of starting up a Forget-me-not tea in Shifnal a few years back. There’s no 
differentiation between volunteers, people living with dementia and their families and friends and carers: 
you look round the circle and simply notice that everyone is having a wonderful time together. 
That’s the feeling we all value so much – and it’s inspired our monthly Forget-me-not tea for people affected 

by dementia that we now hold in St Andrew’s Church, Shifnal. It feels properly inclusive.  

I’ve learned so much from Josie Edwards at St Matthew’s Church, Donnington 
Wood, the church co-ordinator for a local residential home for adults with     
complex needs.  Josie came along reluctantly to a “Dementia-Friendly Churches” 
course but she immediately connected with something she heard there.   

We talk about meeting people where they are, as the dementia progresses, 
“crossing the bridge” to meet people in their world, rather than trying to drag 
them back into ours. So Josie and her partner Chris have experimented with 
different ways of making connections: they were bowled over by the              
transformation when they took along a tape of 1960s music, drawing out a      
response in a way that a waterfall of words may not.  

They tried some church window artwork at the home.  You can see the beautiful 
results: you can see the light shining through.  

In our churches, we have so much to offer to people living with dementia and 
their families and friends – and we have so much to learn from them too. Josie’s 
practical ways of trying things out really encourages me to try out ideas and     
notice when they open up life-affirming connections.  

I hope you’ll be inspired by them to try out something new with people you meet 
in your church or in your local community, looking for the doors that may open. 

 For more information on dementia-friendly churches, see   
         www.lichfield.anglican.org/dementia  

     At St Mary’s Church, we’re taking next steps to become more dementia-friendly  

- we’ve added a noticeboard with information about dementia 

       - we’re going to have a Pictures to Share book called “Strength for the Journey” – a book with lovely 

   pictures that can be a good resource for anyone living with dementia 

- we’re going to be discussing next steps at a Parochial Church Council meeting later this year 

If you’d like to know more, to come along to Forget-me-not tea or help us to become a more dementia-
friendly church at the heart of a dementia-friendly community, then do get in touch! 

Sarah Thorpe sarah.thorpe121@gmail.com or 0798 224 8949 

http://www.lichfield.anglican.org/dementia
mailto:sarah.thorpe121@gmail.com
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• A friendly comfortable environment 

• Qualified and experienced staff 

• A varied activity programme 

• Specialised Dementia care service 

• Disabled access transport to and from centre 

• FREE TRIAL DAY AVAILABLE 

For more information contact Centre Manager Kerry Nolan 

Tel 01952 820893  email info@newport-care.org 
www.newport-care.org 

NCCC Upper Bar Newport TF10 7EH 

           Mark Smith 
        Brush and Vac 
    Chimney Sweeping  
             Services 

         N.A.C.S approved,  
           certificates issued   

        All solid fuel fires and  
           Appliances swept 

  Reliable and competitively priced  

                Please ring    

  01902 845128 or 0796 4703721 

TALL PAUL’S HANDYMAN  

SERVICE  

         EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 

         PAINTING AND  

         DECORATING 

 TILING AND GENERAL 

        MAINTENANCE 

  

         PAUL GARBETT 

       TEL 01952 796636 

   MOBILE 0774 9589785 

    Day Care Centre For The Elderly 

mailto:info@newport-care.org
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Deedsafe Wills & Legal Services 
  

Full Will Writing Service 

Powers of Attorney 

Free Home Visits 

Are you concerned your home 

will have to be sold to pay 

your Care Fees? 

We may be able to prevent 

this from happening! 

Tel: 01743 233 245 

      Email: enquiries@deedsafewills.co.uk 

www.deedsafewills.co.uk 

  

 

Shirts £1.30  
Trousers £1,50  

Childs items 80p 
Bedding Single £3.50  

Double £4.50 King £5.50 
Pillowcases 70p.  

Misc – smaller items 40p 
Please call for prices for other items , 

extra charge for items delivered 

Please call for prices for  
other items  

 

Call Helen  07543915921 

Payment in full on delivery  
or pick up  

mailto:enquiries@deedsafewills.co.uk
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Dog  

Grooming 

 

All breeds professionally hand clipped, 
stripped and shampooed, nails, ears etc 

By Kay Gibson Weston Heath 

Phone 01952 691214 

Sarah Irvine Chiropodist 

MSSCH MBCHA H.C.P.C. Registered 

Home visits 

Monday to Friday 

Out of hours possible 

Telephone no. 01785 823151 

Mobile no. 07966 549709 

email sarah.irvine.1@outlook.com 

2 Little Onn Road, Church Eaton  

Stafford ST2 0AY 

 

I offer pupils of all ages and abilities, a relaxed and friendly  
learning experience.  Covering Shifnal, Newport and Telford  

I guarantee to be punctual and reliable 

My training ethos is one of encouragement and support  

I believe in helping pupils build their self-confidence, improve 
their decision making and thereby relax and enjoy their lessons 

Contact me for further details at:  
01952 691783 or  07818 660 566  

carolinehaves@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

Any questions please call Elaine 

on 07572483126 or email 

Sheriffhales Village Hall 

Every Tuesday 7.30pm 

Over 30 years experience 

designing workout  

ES FITNESS 

Exercise tailored for all levels of fitness 
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Next month’s magazine  will be the October edition. 
Deadline for submissions is Thursday 26th September 
All articles to Sheene House, Church Lane Tel 460541, or email 

to sheriffparishmag@gmail.com   
or in the new post box next to the Parish notice board 

 

Edited and produced by Caroline MacWhannell and Barbara Barlow,  

Printed at Sheriffhales School 

Disclaimer— All the views expressed in this publication are those of 
the individual authors of articles and not of the editors of the    

magazine nor the collective views of the village of Sheriffhales. 

GARDEN NOTES FROM LILYHURST PLANT CENTRE FOR SEPTEMBER 2019  

We would like to welcome Richard and Robert Hudson of Lilyhurst who have kindly agreed to write for the 
magazine each month.  They told us they were interested in the suggestion of the possible development  of 
an orchard on the playing fields and Robert has written some comments this month about progressing it.  
This could be the start of an exciting hunt for a particular local apple and a community project to follow.   

As a trained horticulturalist, I would make the following suggestions, which I feel should be           
considered before the scheme is undertaken. 

Firstly, as most people only know a few varieties of apple, or indeed any fruits, due in part to the 
fact that most supermarkets only stock a very limited range, it would be an idea to incorporate a 
much larger  selection of lesser known varieties. This would enable a much longer fruiting season, as 
each variety will mature at differing times. 

Secondly, I understand that many years ago the Lilleshall estate produced, and planted, many           
different varieties. Some of these were specific to the area and not grown anywhere else. If these trees 
still exist and can be located, it would be nice to link in with our heritage and incorporate  them.  

For the second item to be possible it would be necessary for everyone to look in their garden,           
especially those in the old estate houses, for trees which are old and bear ‘different’ fruit. This         
request could also be spread to neighbouring villages as the estate supplied trees to all its holdings.   
If any of these old varieties are found and identified it would be possible to graft them onto new root 
stock and reproduce the tree to maintain the variety for future generations. This process could easily 
be carried out as a community activity so involving everyone and giving them a stake in the project 
and help safeguard it for the future. 

I hope these thoughts stimulate further ideas from other readers as an orchard once planted should 
last for more than 50 years, with only gradual replacements being needed to maintain its viability, so 
we should endeavour to get it right before we start. 

Richard and Robert can be visited at the Lilyhurst Plant Centre, Lilyhurst House, Lilyhurst, TF11 8RL  www.lilyhurst.co.uk 
 

We understand that there are a few variety 
names this could be ie. Bishop's Hero, Lady 
Suffield, Lady Sutherland, Livesay's Imperial, 
Livesley's Imperial, Seffild and it could     
possibly look more like a pear (see photos) 

Flower Club  

in the Beasley Room 

Wednesday 2nd October 

ring Mary on 460599 for 
more details  

Flower requirements  available 
later in the month  

FILM CLUB  

The Autumn film nights will 
be on Fridays  

11th Oct, 8th Nov 13th Dec  
at 7.15p.m. in the Village Hall 

tickets £2.50  
Please join us at these  social events 
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Parish Council Meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Thursday 13 September at 7.30 pm. We are very grateful that 
Councillor Peter Nutting, the Chairman of Shropshire Council, has accepted our invitation to come and talk 
to us before the scheduled meeting. This session will start at 7 pm and be open to the public, so I do hope 
some of you will come along, as this is our opportunity to hear from him about how Shropshire Council is 
responding to the real difficulty Local Government is having in meeting increasing demand for services in a 
tight economic environment, as well as an overview of developments that affect us locally here. 
 
Local Highways issues 

I started my last report for the July magazine by highlighting problems we were having in getting a          
response from Shropshire Highways about several problems that were affecting us across the Parish. Some 
of these issues were again raised at the last Parish Council meeting by the Public, but unfortunately we still 
haven’t had any satisfactory response so are going through the official Shropshire Council complaints    
procedure, as service delivery here has not been of the standard we would expect. 

 

Removal of waste bins 

No one came to the last council meeting to complain about the loss of our waste bins and the council has 
not received any feedback on whether removal of the large waste bins by the School and Village Hall has 
resulted in any significant inconvenience.  Therefore from this response I would presume that we do not 
need to look any further at providing this service locally.  

 

Development of the Playing Field 

At the last meeting there were some further suggestions tabled for 
the development of the playing field and Loraine Edward spoke 
more about her detailed plan for a community orchard at the 
council public  session.  

I had indicated in my last post that we might reach some        
agreement on this by now, but it was felt in the Council that           
a wider community consultation for use of the playing field       
generally should be undertaken so that any improvements,  such 
as an orchard development, could be seen in the context of any 
other  changes to the playing field area.  

 We are due to have our annual ROSPA inspection of the children’s play area later this 
 month and have also just had a further safety inspection of the space generally,    
 including the perimeter of the playing field, the access and a review of our liabilities 
 arising from ownership.  It’s now about 10 years since the children’s area on the  
 playing field was put in and as you know we have been asking for some time now 
 about the facilities required for small children here.   

 As the Council has requested further consultation on the uses of the playing field as a 
 whole and from as wide a perspective as possible, we are undertaking a survey to 
 help gather information about its use and related matters.   

The survey is attached to the back of the magazine and we want as many   responses as possible so that 
we have a true picture of what local people want from this valuable social 
space.  There will also be an electronic copy available on the new website  
later in the month.  

We would be very grateful if our readers could fill this in as we really 
DO want to know what you think!  Please place completed surveys in     
the new black post box next to the notice board as soon as possible 
and no later than the end of September 
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Communication  from the Parish Council 

Communication between the Parish Council and 
residents in such a large parish is difficult.  

Communication with specific groups is also       
sometimes difficult, the young and the elderly being 
two obvious examples.  

 We have purchased a new website which should   
go live during September and is going to be further 
developed over the next few months as a resource 
for communicating between the council and for 
those of us in the community who use the Internet.  
We are well aware that some areas of the Parish 
have very poor  Internet connections and some   
parishioners don’t use email or computers at all.  
We are going to have to consult more and more in 
the future and don’t want anyone to feel excluded, 
so no doubt some of it will be by mailshot.  

 
Community response 
I mentioned last time we had no response about supporting planters in the community and still no           
response on things people would like for next year.  

We also I’m afraid to say have had little interest from anyone in taking over the Christmas tree lights        
display, so the option this year may be to considerably scale down the display.  We also need to consider 
whether we need to find and pay for alternative storage for some of the items and perhaps paying for a 
more professional lighting team to put them up next year.  We will discuss this at the forthcoming Parish 
Council meeting. 
 
Neighbourhood Plan  

Our neighbourhood plan process has completed its first stage now with no objections received.   
An important part of a neighbourhood plan is based on housing need and associated development.  At the 
last Council meeting we also had a presentation for a rather large development within Sheriffhales, which at 
the moment is only in a very preliminary preplanning phase, but has been discussed with us and we are 
grateful for this.  
 
Housing Needs Survey  

We have now had the results of the housing needs survey analysed. This is important evidence for planning 
purposes and has been posted on our noticeboard. This should also be available on the new website which 
we hope will go live in September. 
 

British Heart Foundation  

 On a very positive note I’d like to end with some good news. Our local British Heart  
 Foundation resuscitation team would be happy to stage a training event for anyone 
 interested in learning a bit more about how to manage a collapsed person and use the  
 defibrillator. Our previous attempts to get this off the ground were not successful.  
 

The training will be on what to do when someone collapses, not just because of a heart attack, although the 
training on the defibrillator is included. It should be fun as well as educational and I very much hope we will 
be able to get a small group of people to come to this training which can be tailored for a large or a small 
group. Please let me know if you or a member of your family or a friend would like to participate and we 
will arrange. Please respond in the next two weeks. If there is really no significant  interest, courses are also 
held in Cosy Hall Newport. 

 

 

Map showing the Parish Boundary (in blue) 
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Sheriffhales Parish Playing Field Questionnaire 2019 

We need your help to decide how to develop the village playing field.  We want you to tell us what is good, 
not so good and how you, your family and friends would like to use the space 

Your views will help us to make improvements and plan for the future 
 
Tell us about yourself: (please tick) 

Do you live in the Parish              Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ Do you work in the Parish       Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝   

Does anyone in your family attend the Primary School           Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

1.  Do you or your family use the Playing Field (please tick)          Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

If YES, do you use it: (please tick)        Regularly   ⃝         Occasionally    ⃝      Rarely   ⃝ 

        If NO please tell us why not 

 

 
Even if you do not use the facility, we would still like you to continue answering the questions applicable to you 

2.  What do you use the Playing field for (tick all that apply) 

  Walking the dog    ⃝         Sitting and relaxing    ⃝        Supervising children at play     ⃝   Sport     ⃝ 

      Meeting with friends   ⃝        Meeting with friends after school     ⃝       Fitness training   ⃝ 

  Attending an event as a spectator  ⃝    Walking as part of an improving health programme      ⃝      

  Any other (please tell us what for) 

 
 
3.   Do you use any of the following amenities on the field (tick all that apply) 

    Junior style football pitch     ⃝              Play equipment     ⃝          Table and bench     ⃝ 

4.   When you visit does the play area meet your needs       Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

5.   Is there any new play equipment you would like to see          Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 
        If YES please specify 
 
 

6.   Would you like to see more seating          Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

7.   Would you like to see more tables          Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

  If Yes please tell us more eg. where would you like to see more seating or tables 

 

 

 8.   Do you find the area clean and tidy (please tick)                         Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

       Do you have any comments about this 
 

 

  9.   Would you be willing and able to help with the maintenance if necessary (please tick)    
       Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

  10.  Is there enough provision for elderly users (please tick)        Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

          If NO tell us how you think this could be improved  

 

 
  11. Is there enough provision for users with a disability        Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 
    If NO tell us how you think this could be improved    
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The main access to the Playing Field is an unadopted road from Church Lane and the boundary has re-
cently been surveyed and clarified.  There are overgrown areas and, in some places, private gates into 
the playing field.  There are currently no toilets on the site and as mains drainage is not available, the 
facility would have to be a “Portaloo” or a “Composting” type. 

12.   Do you want toilets on the site?             Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

              If there was a toilet which type would you prefer (please tick)       Portaloo    ⃝       Composting    ⃝ 

Would this encourage you to use the playing field more often                   Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

Would you want them to be open (please tick)                        

Every day       ⃝  Only for special events     ⃝        Locked and unlocked at specific times   ⃝ 

Would you like to see the boundary more clearly defined         Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

Would you like to see fencing round the Playing Field                Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

Would you like to see the small trees, brash and shrubs: (please tick) 

cleared back to the boundary       Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝         reduced in some places     Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

to remain the same     Yes   ⃝     No   ⃝ 

18.    Are you satisfied with the security and safety in and around the Playing Field          Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 
        eg. concern about the number of gates around the field and the access from the road 
       Do you have any comments about this 
 
 
 
Some of the following have been suggested as possible developments  

19. Would you like to see any of these costed and explored further (please tick) 
 Bike trail   ⃝  Trim trail       ⃝  Bowling Green   ⃝ 
    Facilities for teenagers     ⃝    Tennis courts    ⃝ 

    Have you any other suggestions 
 
 
 
 

The development of a community orchard has been costed and submitted recently.  The proposal is that a 
small orchard of fruit trees (approx. 10-12) be planted at the far end of the Playing Field with additional 
seating. 

20.  Would you like to see this development     Yes   ⃝       No   ⃝ 

21.  Would you be prepared to help to: (tick all that apply) 
   Maintain the area   ⃝             Plant up the trees   ⃝ 

22.  Would you be interested in collecting the produce for: (tick all that apply) 
   Yourself   ⃝      To distribute to others   ⃝ 

 
A summary of the results of the survey will be reported back to the Parish Council and available in a number of other 
ways.  Please indicate how you would like to receive them 

Published in the Parish Magazine   ⃝      A special meeting in the Village Hall   ⃝         A personal copy   ⃝ 

         (please supply name and address if you choose this option) 
 
 
 

Thank you for completing this questionnaire it will help greatly to plan 
for the future of your village 

Please post completed forms in the black post box next to the notice board on the main road though 
Sheriffhales as soon as possible and before the end of September 


