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Sheriffhales Parish Council 

Including the communities of Sheriffhales, Lilyhurst, Burlington, Heath Hill,  

Weston Heath, Redhill and Chadwell 

Minutes of a the Parish Council Meeting  

held in the Beasley Room, St Mary’s Church, Sheriffhales  

on the 13 November 2014 at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs Peter Bonsall (Chairman); John Horne; Mrs Anne Jackson; Mrs Janet Jones;, Richard 

Maddocks; Neil Pulker; Gordon Tonkinson; John Webb and Peter Young. 

  

In attendance: Anne Chalkley – Clerk.  Shropshire Council Cllr Kevin Turley.  Public 12 

 
109/14 CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS.  The Chairman welcomes all present 

to the meeting. 

  

110/14 APOLOGIES – Cllr Horne will be slightly late. 

  

111/14 DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – There were no pecuniary interests. 

  

112/14 DISPENSATION – To consider any requests from Members for dispensation (requests for 

dispensation should be in writing and addressed to the Chair (to be agreed above) prior to the 

meeting). Cllr Mrs Jackson item 120/14 Precept. AGREED. 

  

113/14 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION – An opportunity for the public to speak to the Council on 

matters that concern the Parish. 

 

Cllr Horne arrived at the meeting. 

 

Lightsource representation circulated the plan of their final amendment to the members of the 

council. They thanked the Council for allowing them to speak to them and asked the council to 

reconsider their decision.  Amendments were explained and they had addressed the residents and 

councils objections.  They had listened to the objections from Cllr Mrs Jones and have amendment 

the application accordingly with a 20% reduction in solar panels.  7000 homes would be supplied 

with electricity and if the Council changes its decision to now support the amended application it 

would be completed by March 2015.  They asked the council to reconsider. 

 

Resident said that there are a large proportion of the residents who support this application.    Please 

could the council take the time to gather the residents view and take them into consideration?  The 

benefits to the community are immense and the Parish Council to discharge their responsibility to 

take into the views of the community and support this application. 

 

Another resident seconded the previous resident to support this amended planning application. 

 

Resident asked Cllr Mrs Jones is this application would devalue her property.  Cllr Mrs Jones said 

that this will devalue her property, but she was not looking to sell. 

 

One resident asked if at the last meeting Cllr Mrs Jones had a bias and should not have taken part in 

the debate or vote. 

 

Cllr Tonkinson reported that Lightsourse had made no attempt to bring up the community benefit 

until the day before the Parish Council meeting to make the decision. Chair reported that he did 

know about the community benefit as he had spoken to Lightsourse at the community meeting. 

 

A resident was concerned that the Parish Council should dismiss the community and was upset that 

Cllr Tonkinson saw the community benefit as a bribe.  

 

Chair reported that he spoke to Shropshire Council Planning officer regarding the community 

benefit and was instructed to look at the planning application without the community benefit and 

that is what the Parish Council did.   
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The resident responded that we should be taking the community benefit into consideration as the 

residents are supporting this planning application. 

 

Chair reported that Lightsourse had now made two amendments.  We have been pulled into lots of 

directions and we do take the community views into consideration. 

 

Joshua Mellor said that if the council still objects and Shropshire Council decision is to grant 

permission the Parish Council will still get the community benefit. 

 

The Chair said Lightsource if they are asking the Parish Council to take another vote.  

 

Cllr Turley informed the Parish Council that he had spoken to Shropshire Council Case Officer, 

Kelvin Hall, who has asked if the Parish Council would take a vote on the amended planning 

application. 

 

Chair said that they have already sent their comments to Kelvin Hall when asked by his e-mail.  Our 

decision had not changed. The Chair reported that they e-mailed Kelvin with ‘no change’ with Cllr 

Webb abstaining. 

 

Resident said that Cllr Mrs Jones should not have voted as she had a Bias and read out the statement 

of what Bias meant. 

 

Cllr Maddox said he was at that meeting and please do not make it personal to Cllr Mrs Jones. 

 

Resident said that Cllr Mrs Jones should not have voted. 

 

Cllr Horne said that he voted for the solar farm but there was no bullying around the table and every 

member voted with 5 against and 2 fore.   

 

Cllr Tonkinson said that if Shropshire Council should grant the planning application this community 

will have the community benefit.  The government are now looking into solar farms as not the right 

way forward. 

 

Cllr Tonkinson said that the Secretary of State said that there are lots of houses roofs that we should 

use for solar panels before they are situated on the land. 

 

The Clerk was asked if the Parish Council could make another decision and the Clerk reported that 

the Council can made another decision if they so wish. 

 

Cllr Maddocks reported that Lightsource had made a 20% decrease in the solar panels and asked the 

Clerk if any of the Council members had changed their mind when e-mailing their decision to the 

amended planning application. The Clerk replied ‘no member had changed their minds’. 

 

Chair reported that he would speak to Shropshire Council regarding Cllr Mrs Jones participation and 

vote at the last Parish Council meeting regarding the solar farm. 

  

Cllr Mrs Jones said that she had looked up Pecuniary Interest and she felt that she did not have a 

Pecuniary Interest. 

 

Resident said that she had nothing against and respected Cllr Mrs Jones.  She wondered how Cllr 

Mrs Jones had partial judgement living so close and on the boarder of the proposed solar farm. 

 

The Chair reported that he understood all the residents’ points of view and taken them into account, 

but even without Cllr Mrs Jones’ vote, the decision would still have been the same. 

 

The Chair apologised if the Parish Council had negative views and the Solar Farm had taken up a lot 

of the Parish Council’s time, as it should, as it affected the village.  Please continue to let us know i 

you feel we are doing things wrong. 

 

Cllr Tonkinson asked how many residents had contacted the council to thank them. The Chair asked 

the Clerk and she responded with ‘one’.    
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Cllr Webb raised an objection to the Marsh Farm planning application. 

 

Resident asked if the Parish Council would again give their opinion on the solar farm. 

 

The Chair asked the members if they would be willing to give their opinions and they agreed. Each 

member repeated their opinion that they gave at the previous Parish Council meeting when 

discussing the solar farm application as follows: 

 

Cllr Young said that he could not make a decision either way. 

 

Cllr Webb although on holiday at the time said that no one came to speak to him about the solar 

farm. 

 

Cllr Mrs Jackson said that she is not a farmer, but didn’t like the idea of taking up farming land for 

solar farms. 

 

Cllr Mrs Jones said that everyone knows her views and the land is right on her boundary, but did not 

like taking agricultural land for solar farms. 

 

Cllr Horne said that he supported the solar farm. Agriculture does not pay in these days. 

 

Cllr Tonkinson said that he did not agree with Cllr Horne, but he had taken account of the reduction 

in the size of the solar farm, but it has not changed his mind. You are taking away production from 

farm land etc and it can be seen from three sides.  

 

Cllr Pulker agrees with Cllr Mrs Jones.  I do not agree with taking agricultural land for solar farm so 

I am against it. 

 

Cllr Maddock said that he was for it and still for it as I feel it is a golden opportunity.  I do feel sorry 

for Cllr Mrs Jones, but I am very disappointed that this council did not take up this opportunity of 

supporting this application. 

 

A resident stated ‘that if the application is granted an Independent Committee shall be set up to 

decide how this money is to be spent’. 

 

Lightsource said that they are not changing the agriculture to solar farms.  This land is not suitable 

for agriculture and that is why it can be used for the solar farm. 

 

Joshua Mellor said that all the hedges and wildlife would be taken into consideration around the site. 

 

Cllr Mrs Jones said that she has seen a solar farm and although chickens are grazing the land under 

the panels the land is very dry. 

 

Cllr Turley said that he would like to thank the council for going around the table tonight giving 

their opinions and he will try to ensure that this amended planning application goes to the Planning 

Committee for their decision. Cllr Turley reported that all Councillors who site on that ward are not 

allowed to speak, vote or even be in the room when the decision is taken. 

 

Joshua Mellor reported that although the land has solar panels it can still be used for farming. 

 

Cllr Mrs Jones asked if Lightsource run the solar farm or give it to someone else. 

 

The council asked who maintained and ran the solar farm once it is installed.  Lightsourse said they 

will run the whole site of the solar farm and maintain it.   

 

A resident said Lightsource that although they maintain the solar farm and security, when the 25 

years are up will the land be put back to what it was before.  A resident responded by informing the 

council members that the land will be put back to what it was originally. 

 

Cllr Webb asked the resident if she had an interest in the land and she responded, yes.   
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Lightsourse asked the council if they were likely to reconsider their decision after they had left the 

meeting. 

The Chairman thanked Lightsource for coming this evening and asked if there were any further 

questions from the residents. As there were no further questions the Chair closed this part of the 

meeting. 

 

Lightsourse and the public left the meeting. 

  

114/14 MINUTES – After an amendment, it was RESOLVED for the Chairman to sign the minutes dated 

11 September 2014 as a true record. 

  

115/14 MATTERS ARISING – There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

  

116/14 PLANNING APPLICATIONS – The Council to consider the following planning applications: 

 

1. Reference: 14/04209/FUL (validated: 15/10/2014) 

Address: Spring Cottage, Kings Street, Weston Heath, Sheriffhales, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 

8RX 

Proposal: Siting of a static caravan to the rear of the property 

Applicant: Mrs V Hancock 

Decision:  Sheriffhales Parish Council will only support this planning application if the siting 

of the caravan to the rear of the property is for a temporary period of 6 months and not 12 

months as indicated on the application. 

 

2. Reference:  14/04055/PMBPA  (validated: 29/09/2014) 

Address:  Marsh Farm, Marsh Lane, Sheriffhales, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8JD 

Proposal:  Application for Prior Approval under Part3, Class MB of the Town & Country 

Planning (General Permitted Development) (Amendment & Consequential Provisions) 

(England) Order 2014 for the Change of Use from Agricultural Use to Residential 

Applicant: Mrs Reita Cubberley 

Decision:  There were no objections to this planning application. 

Cllr Horne now the applicants and abstained from voting. 

 

3. Reference:  14/04404/FUL  (validated: 01/10/2014) 

Address:  Archery Gb, Lilleshall National Sports Centre , Lilleshall, Newport, TF10 9AT 

Proposal:  Erection of an Archery Shelter 

Applicant: Lilleshall National Sports Centre (Archery GB, Lilleshall National Sports, 

Lilleshall, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 9AT) 

Decision: There were no objections to this planning application. 

 

4. Reference:  14/04405/LBC  (validated: 01/10/2014) 

Address:  Archery Gb, Lilleshall National Sports Centre , Lilleshall, Newport, TF10 9AT 

Proposal:  Erection of an Archery Shelter 

Applicant: Lilleshall National Sports Centre (Archery GB, Lilleshall National Sports, 

Lilleshall, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 9AT 

Decision: There were no objections to this planning application. 

  

117/14 PLANNING APPLICATIONS – To consider any other planning applications received after the 

issue of the agenda (to be notified at the meeting). 

 

1. Reference:  14/04603/FUL  (validated: 12/11/2014) 

Address:  National Sports Centre, Lilleshall Hall, Lilleshall, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 9AT 

Proposal:  Erection of single storey extension to Queens Bar and single storey rear 

conservatory; alteration of existing central vehicle access road to become a more pedestrian 

friendly access route; installation of pedestrian ramp to EIS and Jubilee Hall; development of 

rear space to create new formal courtyard space with pergola shading 

Applicant: Mr Craig Hirst 

Decision: There were no objections to this planning application. 

 

2. Reference:  14/04604/LBC  (validated: 12/11/2014) 
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Address:  National Sports Centre, Lilleshall Hall, Lilleshall, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 9AT 

Proposal:  Erection of single storey extension to Queens Bar and single storey rear 

conservatory; alteration of existing central vehicle access road to become a more pedestrian 

friendly access route; installation of pedestrian ramp to EIS and Jubilee Hall; development of 

rear space to create new formal courtyard space with pergola shading affecting a Grade II 

Listed Building 

Applicant: Mr Craig Hirst (National Sports And Conferencing Centre, Nr Newport, 

Shropshire, TF10 9AT) 

Decision:  There were no objections to this planning application. 

 
It was reported that a large container had been installed at the Burlington Pool Fishers at the east end 

of the site.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Enforcement Officer and ask if he would investigate 

this. 

  

118/14 PLANNING APPLICATIONS DECISIONS – 
 

a) Reference: 13/02476/FUL - Laburnum Farm, 68 Heath Hill, Sheriffhales -  

Erection of an affordable dwelling and detached garage – Pending Decision 

 

b) Reference: 14/03090/FUL -Erection of a two-bedroom dwelling house and integral garage with 

ancillary development including a new access onto Damson Lane and a package treatment plant 

– Pending consideration. 

 

c) Reference:  14/04263/TCA - Manor Lodge , Sheriffhales Drive, Sheriffhales, Shifnal, 

Shropshire, TF11 8QY - To fell 1no. Common Ash (due to infection) within Sherrifhales 

Conservation Area 

Decision:  No Objection 
 

d) Reference:  14/04130/FUL  (validated: 12/09/2014) 

Address:  Grange Acre , Bloomsbury, Shifnal, TF11 8RT 

Proposal:  Erection of 9m x 36m polytunnel for germination of nursery seedlings 

Decision:  Grant Permission 
  

119/14 FINANCE – It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the following: 

a) Payments to be approved and signed. 

PAYMENTS - to be rectified. 

    

      Cheque 

No Payment to Description Net VAT Gross 

1004 Shropshire Council Local Searchers 100.00 0.00 100.00 

1005 Shropshire Council Local Searchers 348.00 0.00 348.00 

      PAYMENTS - To be approved and signed at the meeting. 

   

      Cheque 

No Payment to Description Net VAT Gross 

1006 Shropshire Council RoSPA inspection 49.50 0.00 49.50 

1007 Alan Harding Grass cut 12/27 Sept 13 Oct 280.00 56.00 336.00 

1008 Peter Young Expences 20.12 2.70 22.82 

1009 Anne Chalkley Salary October to November 514.66 0.00 514.66 

1010 Anne Chalkley Expences 84.98 14.46 99.44 

1011 Royal British Legion Poppy Wreath 20.00 0.00 20.00 
 

 b) Reconciliation for the month of September 

c) Bank Statement September 

d) Receipts and Payments 

  

120/14 PRECEPT 2015-2016 – After discussion it was AGREED to defer this item until the next meeting 
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in January 2015. 

  

121/14 SHERIFFHALES PLAYING FIELD – After discussion it was AGREED the Clerk contact Sarah 

Musgrove of Shropshire Council Legal Team and ask if a letter could be sent from the Trustees to 

the residents that border the playing field to advise them that they do not have any access rights 

from their back garden into the playing field.  The Clerk to contact the Land Registry to register the 

access into the field by the Parish Council. 

  

122/14 PLACE PLAN 2015 – After discussion it was AGREED to delete under the heading of Economic 

Investment and Opportunity the item Shropshire Holiday Yurts.  It was further AGREED to bring 

back any further ideas to be included in the Place Plan for 2015 at the next meeting in January 2015. 

  

123/14 VILLAGE MAINTENANCE – Cllr Young/members 

 

1. Footpath maintenance – to arrange weed control – Cllr Young reported that this had been carried 

out. 

2. Hedge cutting of the Playing Field – to arrange cutting of the hedge at the playing field – put on 

hold at the moment until the purchase of the playing field.  Cllr Young reported that the original 

provider has retired and this item has been put on hold at the moment. 

3. Christmas Lights  

i. to arrange for 2 additional sockets – Cllr Young has arranged an electrician to put in 2 

additional sockets and the monies will come from donations.   

ii. repair of reindeer – Cllr Young reported that a new set of  lights have been put on. 

iii. new spotlight -  Cllr Young reported that a spotlight has been purchased. 

iv.  new lights for Fir trees – new lights for fir tree 

 
It was suggested to ask organisations for donations next year.  Cllr Young reported that 

organisations do give donations and if there is a shortfall of donations, would the Parish Council be 

able to find the remainder from Parish Council funds. After discussion, it was RESOLVED that the 

shortfall will come from Parish Council funds.  

 

4. Bench at Evergreens – It was AGREED to leave this item until the next meeting. 

5. Renewal of Village Playing Field maintenance contract – The Clerk had received a new contract 

from Alan Harding to be signed.  After discussion it was AGREED to obtain a further two 

quotations before making a decision. 

  

124/14 SCARECROW COMPETITION 2014 – Cllr Tonkinson suggested that instead of the Scarecrow 

competition to call it ‘Parish Festival’.  After discussion it was AGREED to carry this forward to 

the next meeting. 

  

125/14 V FESTIVAL 2014  UPDATE -  The Clerk was given a telephone number to contact the V 

Festival to enquire if a donation was forthcoming.  

  

126/14 POST OFFICE/SHOP PROVISION FOR SHERIFFHALES – There were no further 

developments. 

  

127/14 VILLAGE TRAFFICE CONCERNS/ROADWORKS – 

 

The Rock – Lack of road sweeping – Reported to Highways and should have now been sorted out. 

Burlington Junction – Highways - This work on the Burlington Lane/A5 junction is programmed for 

March so is still within this financial year’s budget as previously discussed. 

 

Request down Church Lane layby on the left reasonable visability, Mirror onto the B439 out of 

Church lane.  

 

Cllr Maddocks reported that Chadwell lane has been partly repaired. They have repaired parts of the 

road that did not need repairing, but did not repaired the parts of the road that needed repairing. 

 

It was reported that the verges, A41 to Bloomsbury, Weston Heath Crossroad to Bloomsbury and 

Cherry Tree Lane needs cutting back. 
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128/14 REPORT FROM MOST RECENT SCHOOL GOVERNORS MEETING – Cllr Tonkinson 

reported that 10 pupils had moved onto different schools and there had been a small intake making a 

total of 79 children.  Sue Handcock had worked as the Business Manager for 15 years and has since 

retired and Mr Hedge who was one of the support staff has taken on this role as Business Manager. 

  

129/14 DELEGATES REPORTS – Members to report on any training or meetings. 

 

Cllr Pulker attended the Sheriffhales Village Hall Committee meeting and reported the following: 

The ipod dock and microphone battery charger has been installed. 

Maintenance has been carried out, replacement of light bulbs, damage to kitchen door and loose taps 

in the gents toilets. 

Their Constitution is in draft form as amendments had to be made. 

Their bank account was healthy at the moment. 

They are in the process of purchasing childrens’ party equipment. 

Flicks-in-the-Sticks – they have the projector, player, sound system and screen, but have to ensure 

their licence covers film showings. 

 

The Clerk reported that she had attended the Energize Conference that dealt with finding funding for 

projects and the process of completing the application.  She had sent these details to SALC and 

asked that they arrange a training session for Town and Parish Councils as this would be extremely 

helpful as more and more funding needs to be found due to cuts by Shropshire Council. 

  

130/14 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2015 – The Clerk had circulated the meeting dates for 

2015.  After discussion it was RESOLVED to approve these meeting dates for 2015. 

   

131/14 CORRESPONDENCE – e-mailed to Councillors since last meeting – Noted. 

a) Alerts 

b) Shropshire Council Newsroom: The Mere to officially unveil the Green Flag this Thursday 

c) Shropshire Council Newsroom: Cross Border Health Arrangements – Have your say  

d) SALC Bulletin URGENT announcement cancellation of AGM 01.11.14  

e) Weekly Email News Digest - Monday, 27 October, 2014  

f) Community Health News - October 2014  

g) Shifnal & Sheriffhales LJC 

h) Reducing Flood Risk 

i) Severe weather / potholing schemes - ongoing programme of planned road closures. 

j) Health and Wellbeing E-News - Special Edition - Children & Young People 

k)  eekly  mail  ews  igest - Monday,     ctober,        

l) Shropshire Council Newsroom: New way to book non-emergency patient transport. 

m) Shropshire Council Newsroom: Shropshire residents encouraged to get vaccinated against 

season flu. 

n) Shifnal & Sheriffhales Local Joint Committee and Planning dates 

o) SALC – Elections for 3 Directly Elected members of Smaller Councils’ Committee    5. 

 

Cllr Webb reported that although broad band was in the area, it would be some time before it came 

to where he lived.  The Chair suggested that we invite Ben Walker from Shropshire Council to again 

attend our next meeting on the 8 January    5 to update the Council.  Cllr Maddock’s reported that 

mobile signals were getting worse. 

  

132/14 CORRESPONDANCE RECEIVED SINCE LAST MEETING –  
a)  Letter from Sheila Hall regarding the Parish Magazine. Chair read out the letter to members.   

 

The Chair read out the letter from Sheila Hall to the members.  The letter informed the 

members that Margery Nuttall, Brian Waters and Sheila Hall after many years had decided to 

stand down from the Parish Magazine and thanked the Parish Council for all their support over 

the years.  The letter further informed the members that Helen Ansell and Caroline 

Macwhannell would be taking over from them with the relief of the Parish Council. 

 

Cllr Mrs Jones asked the Parish Council if she could arrange for a gift from the Parish Council 

to Margery, Brian and Sheila for all their hard work and dedication over the many years they 

have run the Parish Magazine. 
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After discussion it was RESOLVED that Cllr Mrs Jones could purchase gifts for Margery, 

Brian and Sheila in recognition of their hard work and dedication in producing the Parish 

Newsletter. 

  

133/14 URGENT ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA – An opportunity for members to bring urgent items  

 

The Chair asked the Clerk to respond to Mrs Christine Purcell sending her the Parish Council’s 

apologies. 

  

134/14 Next Meeting: 8 January 2015 at Sheriffhales Village Hall at 7.30pm. 

  

 The meeting closed at 10.10pm. 

 

 


